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interruption

State ponders high-priced
electrical units for safety

SEAN RYAN
sean.ryan @dailyreporter.com

Chris Kelliher knows how hard it
is selling clients a $15 product
they’re not familiar with instead of
the 50-cent item they’ve known for
years.

That’s the concern of Spring City
Electric Inc’s sales and marketing
manager as the state considers amend-
ing state building codes to require
installation in homes of arc-fault cir-
cuit interrupters, which offer more fire
protection than a 50-cent socket.
When given the option, Kelliher said,

The state is

s most clients of Waukesha-based
consning Spring City choose to pay more for a
mandatinganew - ; $
alactrical duvice that dullmer swnc_h than an mtenupter.
would trip a circut i I have mixed emotions because

an arc jumps unless the actual public understands
between two frayed  it, they think it’s just another way for
cords, as shownin  contractors to jab them,” Kelliher
this graphic. said. “People are very cost-con-

scious, and it’s no different with peo-
S o L DI payir?g for a house.” :

The interrupters automatically
break the electrical circuit on an
outlet if they detect an electrical arc - . ‘
jumping between frayed cords or I have mixed
sparking when an appliance is e
unplugged before it's turned off. | €mMotions
They can be installed at each indi- | hecause
vidual electrical socket or in a
building’s circuit-breaker box. unless the

The National Fire Protection | actual public
Association mandated the inter-
rupters in its codes in 2002, but this ,undcr Stm,ds
is the first year the Wisconsin | 10, they think
Department of Commerce recom- | jt’s just
mended the state adopt the require-
ment. The technology has improved another way
over the years, and there are more fO_I‘ contrac-
companies making the product, :
said Bob DuPont, director of pro- s tC:’J ab
gram development for the state | them.
Safety & Buildings Division.
The state’s Electrical Code Chris Kelliher
Advisory Council, which is com-
posed of representatives from the construction industry,
will meet on Jan. 3 to consider whether next year’s state
code amendments should include an interrupter mahdate.







